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COLORADO GUN COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION
From the President:

As you all know, the legislature in Colorado has been coming up with a number of onerous Bills when it comes
to gun ownership. One of the most onerous is SB25-003 that was implemented this month requiring people to
jump through all sorts of hoops if they want to purchase a gun from a list of over 950 “assault/semi auto rifles
and pistols. That doesn’t really affect gun collecting per say but it isn’t a good trend. Many of us collectors
shoot modern guns for sport, hunting, and self-defense. The good news is that groups like the NRA, the
Colorado State Shooting Association, and the Rocky Mountain Gun Owners, are filing lawsuits to fight these
un-constitutional laws that directly infringe on our second amendment rights. They are organizing these fights
and doing the work. It isn’t fair that we have to use our hard-earned money to fight State Governments that are
using our tax money to do this to us. The problem is that the general public doesn’t understand why we even
need the second amendment or really why we fought the revolutionary war or why our forefathers drafted the
Constitution and Bill of Rights that they did. The news media is against us and so it is hard for us to educate
people.

As much as we hate it, this is a battle we are in and the outcome could have devastating consequences not
only for the shooting sports and collecting, but for this country as we know it.

We don’t have to line up on the Green at Concorde to exchange volleys against the Red Coats and risk our
lives and those of our family members. All we have to do is donate some money to these groups to fund the
lawsuits and educate the people around us why gun control doesn’t work. Just look at how gun control doesn't
work in Mexico!

As a doctor, | have some issues with Presidents Trumps stance on vaccines after decades of success, but he
has given us the most gun friendly Federal Administration that we have seen in decades, and we may never
see again. Crime, homicides and rape are down by 18% or more for 2025! We need to take advantage of the
opportunity we have right now!

Give up a Starbucks coffee a month if you have to, but please help support the groups that are fighting these
court battles. Please consider becoming a member or making a donation to these organizations that are
leading the fight for our rights.

| hate having to talk about this stuff, but | couldn’t live with myself if | didn’t try to contribute to this valuable fight
in any way | can.

What | would like to talk about is gun collecting and getting ready for the hunting seasons that are starting in
September and going to the end of the year.

| am getting old enough that climbing those mountains chasing elk and deer is getting harder. | am still going,
but my years are numbered. | am still loving the bird hunting though, and the clay bird hunting with one of my
side by sides is more and more attractive every year. | have come to realize that even if | can’t chase elk and
deer as hard as | used to, | still enjoy being out in nature, enjoying new experiences, reliving old memories,
and sharing them with the younger generation of hunters. Eventually | will be spending a lot more time at gun
shows, sharing stories with friends and acquaintances of the good old days, and laughing about some of our
experiences.

One year | had to spend the night on a mountain, above timberline after | shot a Rocky Mountain Goat. It got
dark and | couldn’t navigate the descent down the rocks in the dark. All | had to do was stay put and get up
every 45 minutes to walk on a small patch of ground to keep from freezing to death, until the sun came up. It
was miserable at the time but now | can share the story and laugh about it with my friends.

That is what life is all about, enjoying time with friends and family, having some laughs, and raising up the next
generation. Don'’t let anyone take that away from us.

Rick Wilson



Thank you to Aarron Davis for a wonderful presentation on Collecting Lugers.

Our next meeting will be September 15, 2026, at the American Legion Post 1; 7:00 PM.
Our program will be “"Antique Weapon Extravaganza.” By All Members.

This meeting will not have the business meeting format with show and tell and a formal presentation.

Instead, we will gather informally to socialize with our fellow collectors. The doors will open about
6:15 and the room will be set up with extra tables and chairs.

Bring some antique firearms and accessories (manufactured in or before 1898) and a story to tell
about their history. Your audience will be whoever is standing in front of your display listening to you
speak. Please limit yourself to no more than 1/3 of a table.

The club will provide the usual refreshments and safety ties. All regular safety rules will be enforced.
We'll start cleaning up about 8:45 and try to be out of the room by 9:00 pm.

We have lost a life member, William Dalbout. William collected Winchesters, Western
Memorabilia and many books.

The Winchester that we raffled off at our May 2026 Gun Show was won by Eric from
Longmont.

We made $472.46 on the gun. We are planning to raffle another gun at our 2027
Gun Show.

Please visit our website at www.CGCA.com for club news and updates.

New pictures are on our website.
If you have questions, please contact:
President - Rick Wilson, President@cgca.com

Cindy Jewell, Secretary/treasurer 303-750-5645; sectreas@cgca.com
Chris Brownell, Show Chairman 720-482-0167 CGCAShow@cgca.com
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Lend-Lease Small Arms
By Tyler Brownell

H.R. 1776 “An Act Further to Promote the Defense of the United States, and for Other Purposes”, better
known as the Lend-Lease Act, was the largest military aid program in history and was integral to Allied victory
in the Second World War. Lend-Lease aid was extended to more than 50 nations worldwide and encompassed
thousands of categories of items, ranging from tiny clothing buttons to fully armed warships, and everything in

between.

Among these items were more than 3.8 million small arms
and an astonishing 8.7 BILLION rounds of ammunition of all
types. In reality the number for both is far higher, as the available
statistics do not include “Theatre Transfers”, the distribution of

material to allied forces in the field from quartermaster depots,
which was not as closely tracked.

In collector circles, perhaps the most well-known example
of Lend-Lease arm deliveries is the beloved M1 Garand rifle.
Outside of “Theatre Transfers”, an estimated total of 104,137
Garands were delivered via Lend-Lease, with over half of these going to the Free French and 38,000 to the

British Empire (minus Canada, who received 8,000 themselves). Interestingly, the Soviet Union and Nationalist
China each received a single model for testing purposes as well. One wonders where these two individual rifles

ended up, and what price they might fetch on the collector market...

With that said, there is a common misconception about Lend-Lease Garands. The market today is filled
with M1's returning from nations like Norway, Denmark, the Netherlands, Greece, and Turkey, among others.
More often than not these are incorrectly labeled as “Lend-Lease” due to them being an American weapon in

foreign service. In reality, though, there is no record of these countries
| receiving Garands as part of their limited Lend-Lease allotments. It is far

more likely that these rifles were instead transferred abroad through the so-
called Mutual Assistance Programs of the early Cold War, a similar but
distinctly separate foreign aid program.

In addition to the M1 Garand, many other American .30 caliber arms
made it abroad through Lend-Lease as well. 311,000 M1917 rifles formed
the core of rifle deliveries during the war, followed by nearly 192,000
M1903, Al, and A2 rifles, with the vast majority of both going to China.




The M1903A4 sniper rifle also made its way into foreign hands, albeit in far smaller quantities, with just 4 sent
to Britain and a surprising 56 to Brazil. These were supplemented by almost three thousand M1918 B.A.R. and
roughly 112,000 M1917 and M 1919 Browning machine guns. Finally, to feed these many hungry weapons, an
incredible 3.6 billion rounds of .30 caliber ammunition was also provided to America's allies, including armor

piercing, incendiary, blank and, of course, the classic ball.

Yet, believe it or not, the most numerous small arm provided by the Lend-Lease program was not an
American weapon at all, but rather the iconic Lee-Enfield. The standard British service rifle was famously
produced on license by Savage Arms and marked “US Property” to maintain the pretense of a loan, as many
collectors well know, with more than 1.2 million delivered to the British by the end of the war. Not only did this
make the rifle by far the most numerous small arm of Lend-Lease, but also among the most numerous singular
items shipped during the entire program, massively bolstering the island nation's overwhelmed arms industry.

Nor was this the only British small arm
produced in America as part of Lend-Lease. Joining
the rifles in the shipments were 29,000 Bren machine
guns and over 44,000 of the imposing Boys anti-tank
rifle. To supplement the weapons themselves, the
United States also produced and delivered an
incredible 1.4 billion rounds of .303 calibre
ammunition for the Enfield and Bren, as well as 4.6

million armor piercing .55 bullets for the Boys rifle.

Curiously, the British were not the only recipients of these British-designed weapons. When their own
defense situation improved enough, the Brits approved a transfer of many of these American-made arms,
including a majority of the Bren guns and 40,000 of the Lee-Enfields, to the Nationalist Chinese. In this case,
the British not only passed on the weapons to the Chinese, but also the bill too; these items are listed under the
Chinese account, meaning they were responsible for paying the tab!



Behind the Lee-Enfield, the most numerous
Lend-Lease small arm was the notorious Thompson
submachine gun. Though no distinction is made in the

M S e record of the various models, every major variation,
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Joining the Tommy Guns were their .45 caliber cousins, the M1911 and M1911A1 semiautomatic
pistols. An estimated 76,000 of these revered handguns entered foreign service thanks to Lend-Lease,
principally delivered to Britain and France, but with thousands more also going to China, the USSR, and across
Latin America. This was dwarfed, however, by the gargantuan deliveries of the .38/200 revolver, a less iconic but
nonetheless popular sidearm, of which at least 663,000 were sent to Britain and Canada. The specific model

of these revolvers is not named but I’m sure our astute collectors out there can make some reasonable guesses.

Finally, there were plenty of even more unique arms provided through Lend-Lease which are often
overshadowed by the above examples. These include one thousand .22 caliber pistols and 48,000 .22 caliber
trainer rifles, three thousand .32 caliber pistols, and a mere 28 examples of an unnamed .45 caliber revolver.
Perhaps the most unexplained case, however, is a shipment of 190 machine guns to the British labeled as .40

caliber Browning machine guns; whether this was a typo or some prototype weapon lost to history is unclear.

Small arms made up only a small part of the immense program of Lend-Lease, often overshadowed by
the tanks, aircraft, ships, and other glamorous material that first comes to mind. Yet as the infantryman’s best
friend, these were the implements which made the most immediate difference at the front line. For a collector it
1s difficult to know whether or not a firearm is Lend-Lease or not. Even if you find one, it isn’t guaranteed to
have seen use either; just think of those British Garands, most of which spent their war in storage. Yet if you
can get your hands on a verified Lend-Lease weapon, know that you are holding a true piece of history, one of

the only tangible remnants of history’s largest foreign aid program
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