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From the President 
    The elections are over for another two years.  While we won’t have all of the political advertisements and 
text messages for a while, we may have to put up with the results.  We will always have to be an ambassador 
for lawful gun ownership and the Second Amendment no matter what year it is because every year the liberal 
legislators come up with more anti-gun laws.   Enough said. 
    Our annual charity auction is this month so please search your basement for things you don’t use anymore 
and help make our auction fun and worthwhile for a good cause.  Dave Sanders from Poulin always does a 
great job as our Auctioneer.  In the past we have used the proceeds to support things like youth shooting 
groups, the fallen officers’ fund, or the diabetes foundation.  Please let me know if there is another organization 
that you would like us to consider. 
    The Christmas/Holiday party is fast approaching next month.  Those that have attended in the past have 
always had a great time.  Some people can’t make the monthly meetings, but they come to this to catch up 
with old friends.  Please consider coming out to support this great function as well as having a good time with 
friends. 
    I was recently up in South Dakota doing some pheasant hunting.  One night the farmer we were staying with 
brought out a nice little Winchester 1892 rifle that his grandfather bought in 1918.  It was a nice example, made 
in 1913, with most of its blue left but the bluing was dull and the bore was black as night.  I think he just kept 
them in his safe as a memento from his grandfather but never oiled them or cleaned them.  I offered to oil a 
few of his guns for him. 
    He had another gun from his Great Grandfather who fought in WW I.  It was an 1884 Trapdoor Springfield 
which I am guessing was not his service weapon in WW I.  This one also had better than average finish but 
was in a state of neglect.  The fun part about it was that it had some markings on the stock.  On top of the 
stock right in front of the butt plate tang was a number 3, which I assume was a rack number of some sort.  On 
the right side of the stock was stamped a “1” over a “B”.  That was a little out of the ordinary for most of the 
trapdoors I have seen.  This gun also had an early 1873 sight replacing the original sight that it should have 
had at serial number 2023xx.   In addition, the ramrod was missing. 
   Since I was away from my reference library, I thought I would just email my friend and frequent displayer at 
our CGCA show, John Spangler.  I have queried John about Trapdoors before as he is a dealer in old military 
firearms and has a phenomenal encyclopedic knowledge of many subjects.  I didn’t expect much but I just 
thought I would ask about these markings just for fun.   
    What a surprise when John got back to me with some interesting history.  First, he pointed out that the 1873 
sight was a replacement for what was, or had been changed to, a Buffington sight since the lower barrel band 
had the “notch” for the Buffington sight.  (I had never paid attention to this notch before, so I learned 
something). Then he told me that this particular gun was listed by serial number with about 87 other known 
guns as belonging to the 1st U.S. Volunteer Engineers, which were Federal troops.  He explained that “the 1st 
USV Engineers were organized in New York in June 1898 from recruits in the mid-Atlantic region, missed all 
the fighting (Spanish-American War), but went to Puerto Rico on occupation/public works building duty for 
about three months (Aug-Nov. 1898) before returning home.”  He said “they mostly focused on Ponce, a large 
port on the south-central coast.  Further research upon returning home allowed me to find the complete roster 
of the company as well as a more detailed explanation of the work they did (engineering, surveilling, and 
constructing roads, defensive works, and timber/masonry bridges. 
    Military guns in particular, lend themselves to researching their past, with their various markings and 
inspectors’ marks.   They really teach us about history in an interesting way.  I bet if you took a gun like this, or 
any other artifact, into a classroom and talked about its history, the kids would really remember that history.  
Somehow it brings it to life!     
 

Rick Wilson 



 

Thank you to Rick Wilson for his presentation on “Engraved Guns”.  There is so much 
to learn about the engraving type, the engraver and the methods used.  
 

 Our next meeting will be November 17, 2026, at the American Legion Post 1; 7:00 PM. 

 It’s time for our Charity Auction. 

 

 It’s time to search the closets, attics, and crawl spaces for those items that you no 
longer need and bring them to our annual auction.  Our auction will be November 17.  
Proceeds from our auction go to charity. Please bring your treasures by 6:15 so that 
we can get all items cataloged for the auction. 

 

     We will NOT have a meeting in December. 

    We are accepting reservations for our Christmas Dinner. Dinner is on December 5. 

    We are dining at Maggiano’s I25 & Dry Creek from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM. A   

    reservation form is attached.  Seating is limited.  We are keeping the prices the  

    same as last year, even though the club is paying a higher rate.  If you would like to 

    make an additional donation to cover extra expenses, there is a line on the  

    reservation form. We look forward to seeing YOU at our dinner. 

 

                                            NEW PRIVATE OPPORTUNITY 

                           FOR SALE: Newly Discovered E co.No.68 1847 Colt Walker. 

      Probably one of the finest, very high condition military Walkers in existence. All properly Matching SN’s on brass trigger guard, 
wedge, butt stock, frame, barrel, and rear of cylinder. 

     Published, copyrighted “Metals Fingerprinting” report on Colt Walker E co. No.68 

  1847 Colt Walker by industry scholar Fred Holabird (2026). 

     Published article by Fred Holabird, “The American Gun Project” (January 2013). 

     Published authentication report on Colt Walker E co. No.68 by Colt Walker  

   Specialist Steve Winters (Reno, NV, 2025). 

       In 2023 we notably possessed what we believed was the largest collection of authentic Colt Walkers in the U.S. By 2024 we sold 
five of these to a     prominent collector for display in his museum.  This was a private sale. 

                 Considering serious offers. 

                 Respectfully,  Robert Ulbricht   715-772-4992 

 

                 

           Please visit our website at www.CGCA.com for club news and updates.     

            New pictures are on our website. 

                        If you have questions, please contact: 

                        President - Rick Wilson, President@cgca.com 

           Cindy Jewell, Secretary/treasurer 303-750-5645; sectreas@cgca.com              

               Chris Brownell, Show Chairman 720-482-0167  CGCAShow@cgca.com                                                      
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                                             Aarron Davis Lugers and Luger 101 Presentation 

      
 

 
 

           
 



   



   

                                                    

 


